SAFE ROUTES TO SCHOOL

A Smart Investment in Minnesota's Future.
Safe Routes to School (SRTS) helps improve child safety by providing safer crosswalks and routes to walk
and bicycle to school. It also benefits kids’ health and academic performance.
Towns and schools throughout Minnesota recognize this, and demand for SRTS infrastructure funding is
growing. In FY2018-2019, 122 SRTS grant applications were received, but only 66 could be funded,
with requests exceeding available dollars by more than two to one. [1]

SAFETY
Children and adolescents have
the highest rates of nonfatal
bicycle-related injuries,
accounting for more than onethird of all bicycle-related injuries
seen in U.S. emergency
departments. [2]

HEALTH
In 1969, 48% of students walked or bicycled
to school; as of 2014, only 17% of students
are walking and bicycling. [5]
While rates of walking and biking to school
have declined, rates of overweight and
obesity increased. SRTS can help reduce this
trend. [6]

Walking one mile to and from school each day can
help kids meet the recommended level of
physical activity per day and improve
cardiovascular fitness. [4]
SRTS can reduce
the risk of pedestrian
injury by 44% [3]

SCHOOL ACHIEVEMENT
School-based physical activity
can help improve academic
performance, including academic
achievement and behavior. [7]

IMPACT OF A SAFE ROUTES TO SCHOOL
INVESTMENT OF AT LEAST $6 MILLION
A new investment in SRTS infrastructure grants is needed to support
the highest demand projects across the state and reach more
schools and students. For example, researchers estimate that a onetime, $6 million investment in SRTS infrastructure grants could:
Support SRTS implementation in 96 schools, reaching more than
24,000 students in grades K-8 throughout Minnesota; [9]
Leverage an additional $2.6 million in federal funds; [9]

96 Minnesota
schools
When kids get physical activity
before class, they are more focused
and ready to learn. [8]

24,000 students,
grades K-8
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