
Youth Stroke Education Toolkit
High School



Our Mission: to build healthier lives, free of cardiovascular diseases & stroke.

– Stroke is the #5 cause of death & leading cause of long-term disability in the US

– Stroke in young people (25-44) increased 44% from 2000-2010

– Stroke can happen at any age – children, infants, and even babies in the womb 

can be affected

– Stroke is largely preventable, treatable, and beatable if the signs are 

recognized and treatment is started F.A.S.T.

– The American Heart Association/American Stroke Association wants young 

people to understand brain health, stroke, and how they and their families can 

live healthier lives together

Why It Matters
It’s More Than Just The Statistics

Moms are WhyWhen NBA All-Star Paul George was 

just 6 years old, his mom had a 

stroke.  Hear Paul talk about how that 

day changed his life and why he 

wants everyone to act F.A.S.T. when 

they see the signs of stroke.

CLICK TO PLAY VIDEO

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_6gBPyDPx5k&index=24&list=PLF6908EB89BB24ECD


You’re NOT “Too Young”
Your Brain Health Matters NOW (click images for more)

Take our QUIZ to find out 

how to keep a teen brain in 

top shape for years to come

Love Your Heart 

Help Your Brain
This is what a brain-

healthy diet looks like

brainhealth.strokeassociation.org
brainhealth.strokeassociation.org


Healthy Diet = Healthy Brain
Food Matters! (click images to open PDFs)

Sip Smarter
A brain-healthy diet also 

means drinking healthy

The Salty 6
Eating less salt/sodium 

means less risk of stroke

The Salty 6
Spanish version

BONUS INFOGRAPHIC  
Did you know that access to 

healthy food can depend on 

where you live?



When Stroke Hits Close to Home
Video Features

Short – 05:19
Find out how Brianne survived 

a stroke at 24 years old, 

thanks to F.A.S.T. treatment.

Long – 14:05
Watch the amazing story of 4 

teenagers who all survived 

and thrived after stroke.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I-EPJrq27C0&list=PLF6908EB89BB24ECD&index=10
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5ZNvZP5aQT8


Want to Raise Your Voice?
Be a Social Media Stroke Hero!

Share these posts:

https://heart-my.sharepoint.com/personal/jacque_marianno_heart_org/_layouts/15/guestaccess.aspx?folderid=0d1777b4109344d43b6b046d3514a015a&authkey=AcIM6lku8wOQ7xpEZh25Rnw


This toolkit was assembled by the Stroke Staff Team in the Western States Affiliate of the American Heart 

Association/American Stroke Association.  We are a small but mighty duo that works in communities to improve 

stroke awareness, acute treatment, and post-stroke support.  Your questions and comments are welcome!  Please 

note that we travel often – if you can’t reach us by email, try our cell phones.

What’s Next?
If You Want To Do More, We’re Here to Help!

Nora Perry
(pictured on right)

Stroke Initiatives Director

AZ, ID, NV, OR, UT, WA

nora.perry@heart.org

505-250-8484

Jennifer Halldorson
(pictured in center)

Senior Stroke Initiatives Director

AK, CA, HI, & MT

jennifer.halldorson@heart.org

916-801-4943

Support and guidance was provided by additional staff teams, including:

Youth Market (Jump Rope for Heart)

Teaching Gardens

Kids Cook with Heart & Teens Cook with Heart

Please note that these programs are available primarily in urban areas where they are sponsored 

by our corporate partners.  However, we have experience and interest in bringing our mission to 

communities of all sizes and are open to your ideas!

mailto:nora.perry@heart.org
mailto:jennifer.halldorson@heart.org
http://www.heart.org/HEARTORG/Giving/ForIndividuals/JoinanEvent/Jump-Rope-for-Heart-Event_UCM_315609_SubHomePage.jsp
http://www.heart.org/HEARTORG/HealthyLiving/HealthyKids/TeachingGardens/Teaching-Gardens_UCM_436602_SubHomePage.jsp
http://www.heart.org/HEARTORG/Affiliate/Kids-Cook-With-Heart-and-Teens-Cook-With-Heart_UCM_476744_SubHomePage.jsp
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Ten classic Brain Awareness Week brain teasers 
for puzzlers of all ages!  


 
 
 
 


                                  
 
 


Find more puzzles at www.dana.org/BAW 











Reprinted with permission from the Dana Alliance for Brain Initiatives 


 
“NAME GAME” 
Your brain is always learning -- and school is your best opportunity to concentrate on increasing 
your knowledge and brainpower.   Here’s a rhyming puzzle to put your brain to the test.  Each 
clue has a two-word answer that rhymes; all you have to do is fill in the correct letters.   
 
Here’s an example: when your head hurts, you might call it a brain pain.  See how many of the 
following rhymes you can guess. 
 
1. Getting a good education gives you a… 
 
 
 


          


 
 
2. Tired from cramming for tests… 
 
 
 


          


 
 
3. An example would be, don’t talk in class… 
 
 
 


          


 
 
4. What education does that’s important… 
 
 
 


            


 
 
5. A brain that’s learned its lessons does this with no trouble… 
 
 
 


             


 
 
6. Doing your homework everyday makes you a… 
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“WORD SEARCH” 
 
 


Word search puzzles can be a lot of fun.  The letters look all mixed up, but hidden 
among them are many words that describe the things you can do with your brain. 
 
See how many brain activities you can find and circle. The words can read across, 
up, down, or diagonally. If you can locate all 12 words, you’re really using your brain! 
 
 


Q A S B  R E A D C D 
 T  E  E  X  L  Z  O  P  N  R 
 H  I  E  W  H  S  B  A  P  K 
 I  E  A  B  C  O  T  D  E  N 
 N  F  A  D  G  S  P  I  J  O 
 K  K  L  R  R  M  N  E  T  W 
 O  G  U  E  S  S  P  Q  A  R  
 S  T  D  A  U  F  E  E  L  V 
 W  N  X  M  Y  Z  A  B  K  C 
 U  D  B  E  L  I   E  V  E  F 


 
 
Word search puzzle words to find: 
 
S E E 
     
H E A R 
 
R E A D  
 
F E E L 
 
 
 
 
 


T A L K 
 
H O P E 
 
K N O W 
 
T H I N K 
 
 
 
 
 


G U E S S 
 
D R E A M 
 
B E L I E V E 
 
U N D E R S T A N D 
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“FORMING WORDS” 
 
 
This puzzle gives you five key words to work with.  Each key word can be inserted in 
one or more of the letter groups below to unlock a new word.   
 
 
Key words: 
 
B R A I N  H E A D  I D E A  M E N T A L 
 
 
First, add one of the key words above to the letters below in order to form a word.  
Then draw a line matching each word to its meaning in the right-hand column. 
 
 
(  ) I E S T     (outlook) 
 
 
D O U B L E (  ) E R    (kind of combat) 
 
 
(  ) I T Y      (essential) 
 
 
(  ) L L Y     (it's a snap!) 
 
 
E L E (  )     (baseball bonus) 
 
 
(  )  T O  (  )   (most intelligent) 
 
 
N O (        ) E R     (secret retreat) 
 
  
H (   ) W A Y     (in a perfect world) 
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L  A  M  E  N  T S  K  I  D


H  E  R  C  A  R  E  S R  A  T  E


M  E  G  A  S R  E  N  A  L 


S  W  O  R  D T  A  R  T  S


M  U  T  I  L  A  T  E  S P  H  A  S  E


"Q.E.D."


Everyone knows that _______ brains continue to _______ and


grow, but new _______ suggests that even the brains of older


adults are not "frozen."   They respond well to ______ exercise such


as ______ involving ______ like the ones that follow here.  It is also


useful to ______ your senses and to seek out new experiences.


______ your brain workouts now and get yourself in ______.   It


works, as will be shown -- or as they say in Latin, "quod ______


demonstrandum"!


Unscramble the ten words below by rearranging the order of the letters -- then fill them in the
spaces above to find out why it’s useful to exercise your brain on games and puzzles!
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L HCB E
Q OAE R
Z STT S
S WCS I
M XHA R


T WRA I
E ARP D
D LUB R
L KAT E
C KAN A


E AVT E
L VMN F
L SIG L
F EOE E
L EHS O


N YGR M
Z DAA F
P DEE T
P AWL T
E LFV O


"P.D.Q. KIDS"
Have you ever done word search puzzles?  You might think your eyes are doing all the
work, but it’s your brain that finds the words in what looks like a bunch of mixed up letters.


In fact, your brain does a lot -- and all the words in this puzzle are things you couldn’t do
without it!  See how many brain activities you can find and circle. The words can read
across, up, down, or diagonally.If you find more than 12 words, you’re P.D.Q: "Pretty
Darn Quick"! 
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“SCRAMBLED LETTERS” 
 
 
 
 
BRAIN SCIENCES 


 
 


Neuroscience is the scientific study of the brain and its functions.  It takes a lot of 
studying to become a neuroscientist.  In fact, you’ll study many different sciences on 
your way to understanding the human brain. 


 
What sciences will you study?  Some of the answers are given in the scrambled 
words below.  Each clue tells you what kind of knowledge you will acquire in the 
“scientific” answer.  There’s a lot to learn -- but if you study hard, you’ll make the 
grade! 


 
 
 


B  ________ 
L Y I O G O   (the study of living things) 


 
P  ________ 


S I C S H Y   (the study of matter and energy) 


 
M  ________ 


I N E C E D I  (the study of health and sickness) 


 
N  _________ 


Y O L G R O E U  (the study of the nervous system)   
 
 


P  ________ 
C L Y O S G O Y H (the study of the behavior of humans and 


animals related to mental processes) 
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Headache


Chief genius


Simple mind


Smart folks in Madrid


Fast learner on the job


Tune you can’t get out of your head


What a neurology professor does


“New Game”
Did you know that when large numbers of smart people leave one country to work in another,
it’s called a brain drain?  Use your head to come up with other “name game” rhyming expres-
sions based on the following clues.  If you get three or more, you are clever indeed - and four
or more puts you in right in the middle of genius territory (brain terrain)!
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L  C  A  N  A  E (to walk upright)


M  E  E  M  R  E  B (to know where you’re going) 


Z  Y  L  A  N  E (to understand information)


E  I  G  N  M  A (to foresee what might happen)


E  I  O  T  C (to observe the things around you)


"HIGH Q"
Our brains are essential to us because they make us who we are -- and
they also help us perform the "higher functions" that make us human.


Starting with each letter to the left, see if you can unscramble the rest of the letters
to fill in these five higher functions that the brain can perform — and imagine what
life would be like if our brains couldn’t do them!


B


I


A


N


R
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Think  /  Army   


Head  /  Jump  


Thought  /  Hot-air  


Intelligence  /  Talent   


Mind  /  Speed  


Mental  /  San Francisco   


Smart  /  Chocolate-chip  


Memory  /  River   


Rational  /  Phone  


Brain  /  Micro   


"Q & A"
Here’s a puzzle that can test your mental agility: what third word follows each of the first two
words to complete a compound word or a familiar two-word phrase?


Example: if the clue words are "BRAIN" and "THUNDER," the word that completes both com-
pound words or phrases might be "STORM": Brainstorm and Thunderstorm.







 


Reprinted with permission from the Dana Alliance for Brain Initiatives 


 
 
 
“SCRAMBLED LETTERS”  answers: 
 
 


 


Biology     (the study of living things) 


 
Physics     (the study of matter and energy) 


 
Medicine    (the study of health and sickness) 


 
Neurology    (the study of the nervous system)   


 
 


Psychology (the study of the behavior of humans and 
animals related to mental processes)  


 
 
 
“NAME GAME” answers: 
 
 


 
1. S M A R T     S T A R T 
 
2. B R A I N    D R A I N 
 
3. S C H O O L    R U L E 
 
4. T R A I N S     B R A I N S 
 
5. P A S S E S    C L A S S E S  
 
6. P R U D E N T    S T U D E N T  


 


  







 


Reprinted with permission from the Dana Alliance for Brain Initiatives 


 
 


 
 
 
“WORD SEARCH”  Answer Key 
 


 
 
 


Q A S B  R E A D C D 
 T  E  E  X  L  Z  O  P  N  R 
 H  I  E  W  H  S  B  A  P  K 
 I   E  A  B  C  O  T  D  E  N 
 N  F  A  D  G  S  P  I  J  O 
 K  K  L  R  R  M  N  E  T  W 
 O  G  U  E  S  S  P  Q  A  R  
 S  T  D  A  U  F  E  E  L  V 
 W  N  X  M  Y  Z  A  B  K  C 
 U  D  B  E  L  I   E  V  E  F 


 
 
 
S E E     
 
H E A R 
 
R E A D  
 
F E E L 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


T A L K 
 
H O P E 
 
K N O W 
 
T H I N K 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


G U E S S 
 
D R E A M 
 
B E L I E V E 
 
U N D E R S T A N D
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“FORMING WORDS” answers: 
 
 
 


(BRAIN) I E S T        (outlook) 
 
  
D O U B L E (HEAD) E R      (kind of combat) 
 
  
(MENTAL) I T Y        (essential) 
 
 
(IDEA) L L Y        (it's a snap!) 
 
 
E L E (MENTAL)        (baseball bonus) 
 
 
(HEAD)  T O  (HEAD)       (most intelligent) 
 
  
N O (BRAIN) E R       (secret retreat) 
 
 
H (IDEA) W A Y        (in a perfect world) 
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Keeping Your Heart Healthy Through Life’s Simple 7


Everyone wants to live a long and healthy life. To do that, it’s important to do the things that make you 
less likely to develop diseases and to know how to get better if you get sick. Keeping your heart healthy 
is one of the most important ways to make sure you are feeling your very best. As a young person, if you 
start doing small things every day that keep your body healthy, you have a better chance of living a longer, 
happier and healthier life. 


This booklet will explain how you can live a heart-healthy life. Keeping your heart healthy will also make 
you less likely to develop many other types of diseases, like cancer and type 2 diabetes. All of the 
recommendations in this guide have some important things in common: any person can follow them, the 
steps are not difficult or expensive to take, and even adding small parts of these recommendations into 
your life can go a long way toward helping you feel your very best. 


Making Small Choices Every Day Will Help Keep Your Heart Healthy
You make many choices each day, like what color socks you want to wear or how you wear your hair. 
Through making choices, you can increase your self-esteem and be more confident and comfortable 
with who you are. When it comes to making decisions that keep yourself healthy, it may seem difficult 
to choose better options when so many things seem easier or just more fun. You just need to take 
small steps in a healthy direction and that begins by knowing the healthy choices! Once you have that 
knowledge, it becomes easier to make choices every day that help keep you healthy.


How Do I Know if My Heart is Healthy?
Figuring out whether your heart is healthy begins with knowing where you stand in relation to seven simple 
aspects of heart health. The American Heart Association calls these things Life’s Simple 7. They are:


The information in this booklet will help you understand these seven components of heart health and let 
you know how you can keep them in healthy ranges. To make this process fun and exciting, the American 
Heart Association has created a website called “My Life Check” (MyLifeCheck.org) that will help you 
understand all aspects of your heart health and give you and your family ideas to make the best choices. 
This booklet describes things you can do on your own to keep your heart healthy  and some things that  
may require the help of a health professional.


But, first, let’s talk about your heart.


1.  Avoid smoking and using  
tobacco products


2.  Be physically active every day 


3. Eat a heart-healthy diet 


 
4. Keep a healthy weight


5.  Keep your blood  
pressure healthy 


6.  Keep your total  
cholesterol healthy 


7.  Keep your blood  
sugar healthy
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How the Heart Works
Did you know your heart is a muscle? It is! It’s about the size of your fist and it sits in the middle of your 
chest slightly tilted to the left. The one difference between your heart and other muscles is that it never 
gets to rest. When the heart pumps (or beats), it pushes blood through the body to pick up waste and 
deliver oxygen. This process is called circulation. 


right  
atrium


2


right  
ventricle


from the right atrium 
into the right ventricle


5


left  
ventricle


 from the left 
atrium into the 
left ventricle


4left  
atrium


from the lungs  
into the left atrium:  
the blood coming 
from the lungs is 
carrying oxygen


3pulmonary
artery


from the right ventricle 
through the pulmonary 
artery to the lungs6


aorta


from the left ventricle 
through the aorta to 
all parts of the body


1


from the body into 
the right atrium: 
the blood coming 
from the body is 
carrying waste
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The heart is made up of four rooms or chambers. The two right chambers receive blood from all over the 
body and pump that blood to the lungs where it picks up oxygen and drops off waste from organs and 
other cells. Once oxygen-rich blood leaves the lungs, it goes to the chambers on the left side of the heart 
where it is pumped back out to body. 


Each side of the heart has two chambers, one on top and one on the bottom. The chambers on the top 
are called the atria (or atrium, singular). The chambers on the bottom are called ventricles. The atria 
receive the blood from the body (right atria) or the lungs (left atria). The atria then pass the blood down to 
the ventricles, which push it out to the lungs (right ventricle) or the body (left vetricle). At the exact same 
time that the ventricles are pumping blood out to the body, the atria are refilling, getting ready for the next 
pump. Your heart never takes a break!


Blood always moves forward through the heart because it has four special doors called valves that open 
to let blood flow into each chamber. These valves are very special because after blood passes through 
they close to prevent the blood flow from going backward.


Blood exits the heart through the largest blood vessel in the body, which is called the aorta. Blood passes 
through the aorta and is delivered all over the body through an elaborate network of tubes called blood 
vessels. There are three types of blood vessels: arteries, veins and capillaries.


•  Arteries carry blood from the left ventricle away from the heart and deliver oxygen and nutrients to 
the body. Arteries are red because when blood is carrying a lot of oxygen it turns red. The heart also 
pumps blood to itself because the heart itself uses a lot of oxygen and nutrients.


•  Veins carry blood back to the right atria from the body. Blood returning to the heart in veins carries 
carbon dioxide and other wastes from the body. Veins are blue because blood that is not carrying a 
lot of oxygen appears blue.


•  Capillaries connect arteries and veins. They are the smallest blood vessels in the body. Capillaries 
have very thin walls with tiny holes (called pores) that allow oxygen and other nutrients to diffuse out 
of blood and into cells to feed the body. At the same time, carbon dioxide and other wastes transfer 
into the blood to be carried back to the lungs to be exhaled. The appearance of blood turns from red 
to blue at the capillaries because this is the place where the oxygen being carried from the lungs is 
removed from the blood. 


What is Heart Disease?
Heart disease is also known as cardiovascular disease or “CVD.” CVD is a very serious health condition 
that stops the heart or blood vessels from working properly. When your heart and blood vessels are 
working at their best, blood flows easily and is circulated around the body freely. If there is a clog in our 
blood vessels or if our heart is not pumping blood properly, this prevents blood from being delivered to 
many important parts of our body. Not having blood constantly delivered to the many important parts of 
our body can cause serious illness or even death. Although some people are born with certain types of 
CVD, most people develop CVD as a result of poor lifestyle habits, such as eating unhealthy foods, not 
getting enough exercise or using tobacco. 
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Pop Quiz: 


True or False? Heart disease is a problem only for adults; it can’t happen to children or teenagers. 


FALSE.


Heart disease can affect anyone at any age! The blockages that occur in the heart and blood vessels that 
cause cardiovascular disease begin developing in childhood. Far too many young people have unhealthy 
diets, use tobacco and don’t get enough physically activity. Practicing healthy habits at an early age can 
help prevent the development of heart disease when you are young and later in life.


What is a Heart Attack?
The arteries that supply the heart muscle with blood are called coronary arteries. Unhealthy habits, like  
not being physically activity or eating a poor diet, can cause fatty deposits called plaque to build up inside 
your blood vessels and block blood from getting through. Arteries are normally flexible and elastic but  
if enough plaque builds up inside them they can become hard. This is called hardening of the arteries  
or arteriosclerosis. 


When the arteries in the heart get hard and clogged, it causes two problems:


1.  There is less space for blood to flow through the vessel. In the most severe situations, the blood 
vessel is completely blocked and no blood can get through to the heart itself.


2.  The clog leaves a rough spot inside the artery of the heart that attracts other gunk, making the clog 
bigger. This can form a clot. The clot can break free from the artery wall and travel until it gets stuck 
in a more narrow space where it can also prevent blood from getting to the heart.


If either of these things happens, the artery can’t deliver the oxygen and nutrients to the heart and the 
muscle of the heart starts to die. This is a heart attack.


Know and remember these warning signs for a heart attack:


•  An uncomfortable feeling in your chest, especially in the middle of your chest. The pain may last for 
a few minutes or go away and come back. It may feel like someone is squeezing your chest, like 
someone is sitting on your chest, or you may just feel pain.


• Feeling uncomfortable or feeling pain in one or both arms, your back, neck, chin or stomach.


•  Feeling like you can’t catch your breath or feeling uncomfortable in your chest. Having cold sweats, 
feeling dizzy or feeling like you might throw up.


It’s also important to know that the warning signs of a heart attack can be different for women. While  
chest pain or discomfort is still typical, women are more likely than men to experience other common 
symptoms — particularly shortness of breath, nausea/vomiting and pain in the back or jaw.


Call 9-1-1 right away if you or someone you know has any of these warning signs.
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What is a Stroke?
A stroke happens when a blood vessel that carries oxygen to the brain gets blocked or bursts. When 
that happens, blood can’t deliver oxygen to part of the brain and the brain starts to die. Without the right 
medical attention, a stroke can cause major damage to the brain. People who have a stroke may have 
problems speaking, seeing or moving normally for a short time or for the rest of their lives. The person can 
even die from a stroke. People most likely to have a stroke are older than age 55, don’t eat a healthy diet, 
are not regularly physically active, are overweight or obese, or have other medical problems that may lead 
to heart disease, but people can have a stroke at any age.


Stroke is preventable, treatable and beatable. Learn how to spot a stroke F.A.S.T.


• Face Drooping Does one side of the face droop or is it numb? Ask the person to smile.


•  Arm Weakness Is one arm weak or numb? Ask the person to raise both arms. Does one arm  
drift downward? 


•  Speech Difficulty Is speech slurred, are they unable to speak, or are they hard to understand? Ask 
the person to repeat a simple sentence, like “the sky is blue.” Is the sentence repeated correctly?


•  Time to call 9-1-1 If the person shows any of these symptoms, even if the symptoms go away, call 
9-1-1 and get them to the hospital immediately.


Beyond F.A.S.T., here are some other symptoms you should know:


• Sudden numbness or weakness of the legs.


• Sudden confusion or trouble understanding. 


• Sudden trouble seeing in one or both eyes.


• Sudden trouble walking, dizziness, loss of balance or coordination. 


• Sudden severe headache with no known cause.
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Living a Life Free From Cardiovascular Disease  
Needs to Begin in Childhood 
Developing cardiovascular disease begins in childhood!


Some people are born with it — Congenital heart defects


Congenital heart defects are a form of cardiovascular disease that is present at birth. Each year, about 
32,000 babies are expected to be born with a heart defect.


Many children born with heart defects are living longer, healthier lives because of new treatments that were 
not available even 10 years ago.


Most people develop risk — Alarming trends


Although some children are born with heart problems, many others who are born healthy can develop 
cardiovascular disease because they have poor lifestyle habits when they are young and as they get older. If 
you make unhealthy food choices, use tobacco or smoke and don’t get enough exercise every day, there’s a 
greater chance that you will develop CVD.


FACTS:


•  Children who have CVD risk factors at age 13 or younger can develop heart disease as young adults.


•  Children who have CVD risk factors in their early teens may have hardened arteries that look like the 
arteries of adults many years older.


Following Life’s Simple 7 can help you live a life free of CVD!


Making small changes in your life can add up to a big difference in your cardiovascular health, even  
for children and teenagers! If you’re born with a heart problem, these seven steps can help you live a 
healthier life, too. 


It all begins with making the decision to follow Life’s Simple 7!


1.  Avoid smoking and using  
tobacco products


2.  Be physically active every day 


3. Eat a heart-healthy diet 


 
4. Keep a healthy weight


5.  Keep your blood  
pressure healthy 


6.  Keep your total  
cholesterol healthy 


7.  Keep your blood  
sugar healthy
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Smoking causes bad 
 breath, smelly clothes, 


coughing, yellow teeth and 
difficulty breathing.


What are Life’s Simple 7?
1.  Don’t Smoke, Don’t Use Smokeless Tobacco and  


Don’t Use Nicotine Products
If your friends ask you to try smoking, smokeless tobacco or  
electronic cigarettes, say no! 


Here’s why:


Smoking traditional cigarettes, electronic cigarettes (e-cigarettes or vapes), or using smokeless tobacco 
(also called dip, snuff or chew) are some of the worst things you can do to your body. Just smoking a few 
cigarettes or using smokeless tobacco a couple of times might make you addicted, and it can be very 
hard to quit. Using ANY tobacco product damages nearly EVERY organ in your body and can cause heart 
disease and cancer. Using smokeless tobacco is NOT a safe alternative to smoking!


Why is smoking so bad for your health? 


Tobacco contains a chemical called “nicotine” that gives smokers a pleasant 
feeling. People get addicted to that good feeling. Electronic cigarettes and 
“vapes” also deliver nicotine. Just because these products are high-tech 
doesn’t mean they’re safe.  In addition to the nicotine, tobacco products  
have lots of other poisonous chemicals in them. These toxic substances  
can destroy your body over time, especially your heart and lungs.


Some of the thousands of chemicals found in cigarette smoke and smokeless tobacco are also found in 
other familiar things:


Acetone — nail polish remover


Hydrogen cyanide — insecticide


Methanol — antifreeze


Cadmium — batteries


Hydrazine — rocket fuel


Toluene — paint thinner


Polonium 210 — nuclear waste


Formaldehyde — embalming fluid


Lead — nerve poison


Nitrosamines — cancer-causing substances


Arsenic and Cyanide — rat poison


Propylene glycol – automobile anti-freeze 


Avoid smokers, too! Breathing in smoke from someone else who is smoking is called secondhand 
smoking, and it is also hazardous for your heart and lungs too. Even if it smells good, these fumes can 
be dangerous.  When it comes to smoking and smokeless tobacco products, there is only one way to go 
to keep your heart healthy: Stay away! REMEMBER: If you can smell the smoke, then the chemicals are 
getting into your body!


Peer Pressure: What if your friend wants you to use tobacco?


Let’s face it, saying “no” isn’t always easy. It can be especially 
difficult if you have to say “no” to your friends. Most of us worry 
about fitting in and what others will think of us. But if you’re 
worried that you’ll lose your friend over smoking or using 
tobacco, you may want to take a closer look at the friendship.  
A true friend will respect your decisions and someone who 


ditches you for not taking orders from them was never a true friend in the first place. Also, you may 
discover that some of your other friends secretly feel the same way you do! It takes courage to say “no” 


Tell your friends that 
smoking can kill them!
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but you can do it! Actually, MOST teens have made the decision not to use tobacco. If you plan ahead, it’ll 
be lots easier to stay strong and stick to your goal.


What are my choices?


If someone wants you to try smoking or use other types of tobacco, here are a few ways to say “no.” 
Decide which way works for you.


1.  Be direct. If a friend asks you, “Hey, do you want a smoke?” … say, “No. I don’t want to.” And 
sound like you mean it. If you say no every time they ask, they will eventually stop asking.


2.  Change the subject. If a friend asks you, “Hey, do you want a cigarette?” … say, “No, but let’s go 
play basketball, or to a movie, or go for a walk.” 


3.  Have a good joke or comeback line ready. If a friend says, “Come on, everyone smokes.” … 
say, something funny like, “No thanks, I’m a big fan of breathing.” Or, “No thanks, I am not a butt kisser.” 
(Get it? Cigarette butts? HA!)


4.  Walk away. If you feel uncomfortable and don’t want to say anything, you can simply walk away. It’s 
as easy as that.


5.  Blame it on something else. Use an excuse to say “no,” like, “My mom wants me home now. Got 
to go!” or “It’s not worth getting in trouble over it.”


6.  Avoid the situation. If you see your friends sneaking around with tobacco, you can decide to do 
something else besides hang out with them. It may be really hard, but if your friends don’t respect 
your right not to smoke, try hanging out with some people who will.


Pick your favorite way to say “no” and try it out. Get comfortable saying it in front of a mirror. Or write down 
what you will say if you’re in a situation where someone wants you to try smoking or use tobacco. It may 
seem awkward at first, but you will be prepared for how to deal with a situation that could be a lot more 
difficult if you aren’t ready for it. Be prepared to use more than one choice if necessary. 
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FACT: Less than 50 percent of 
12- to 19-year-olds get enough 


physical activity each day to 
keep their hearts healthy.


2. Be Physically Active
IT IS CLEAR: Children, teens and adults 
who are physically active have healthier 
bodies and minds than people who are not 
physically active. Regular physical activity 
keeps your heart healthy and strong and it 
helps you build healthy muscles, bones and 
joints. Physical activity can also raise self-
esteem, improve your mood, help you sleep 
better and give you more energy.


Making physical activity a part of your every day life is also a good way to help achieve and maintain a 
healthy body weight. It’s important to be physically active every day. Think about it as being as important in 
your daily routine as brushing your teeth, bathing and getting enough sleep.


How much physical activity should I be getting to stay healthy?


The American Heart Association recommends that people under the 
age of 20 years get at least 60 minutes of moderate to vigorous aerobic 
activity every day. What is moderate to vigorous aerobic activity? Some 
examples of moderate activity include: bike riding, swimming and 
brisk walking. Vigorous activity includes: jogging, soccer, aerobics or 
dancing. If you’re breathing hard and sweating, then you’re at the level  
of physical activity that will help your heart stay healthy.


How can I make physical activity part of my daily routine?


There are many ways to increase the amount of physical activity in your life. The hard part is making the 
decision to get off the couch and be active. And you don’t have to exercise until exhaustion each time; just 
get your body up and get moving. Just tell yourself that getting moving is something that you need to do 
each day and decide what you want to do today! Here are some ideas: 


• Brisk walking, dancing and biking are fun types of physical activity


• Go outside and play instead of watching TV or sitting down and playing games on the computer


•  When you play video games, play games that require you to get up and move, like those that involve 
dancing, exercise and sports


•  If you have time while you are doing other things, take short, brisk walks in between for at least  
10 minutes at a time


• After dinner, take your friend or dog along for a brisk walk around the neighborhood


•  Make it a family affair. Take walks after dinner, go for bike rides or hikes on the weekend with  
your parents and siblings


• Get involved with school or outside activities that include physical activity


• Ride your bike or briskly walk to school or wherever you need to go


•  Plan a family field day that includes some of your favorite outdoor games, like hiking,  
biking or swimming


•  Check out your local community center for opportunities to join sports clubs and other  
recreational activities
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•  Start a new hobby that will include physical activity, such as karate, yoga, boxing, running, fencing, 
basketball, or whatever gets you moving while having fun. You’ll meet new people and get healthier  
at the same time


• Join a sports team at school or in the neighborhood


• Instead of just standing around on the playground, run around! 


Keeping track of my physical activity


Keeping track of how much physical activity you get is important to helping you stick to your goals. The 
American Heart Association has provided a worksheet (on the next page) that you can use to write down 
what activities you participate in every day. If you prefer to use an electronic tool on a computer or an 
application that lets you record the time and amount you are physically active, go ahead and use that. It is 
important to figure out what works for you so you can stick to it!


How much physical activity am I getting?


To estimate how much physical activity you get each day, start with making seven copies 
of the Physical Activity Log on page 12. For the next seven days, write down how long you 
participate in any physical activities that make you breathe hard or sweat. After you collect 
this information, add up the total minutes of physical activity during those seven days and 
record it on the worksheet on page 28. 
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Physical Activity Log
Date: ______________


Monday   Tuesday  Wednesday   Thursday   Friday  Saturday  Sunday


Time of Day Activity # of Minutes Level of 
Difficulty


Level of 
Enjoyment


6:15 p.m. Rode my bike 35 minutes 7 3


Total Daily Activity Minutes:  _________________________  


Notes:  ___________________________________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________________________________________


If you did not exercise today, why not?


  Not enough time


  Didn’t want to


  Other reason: Why not? __________________________________________________________________


How difficult was your physical activity? How much did you enjoy your physical activities?


10 = Nothing at all  1 = Did not enjoy


11 = Very, very light  2 = Neutral


12 = Very light  3 = Did enjoy


13 = Light


14 = Moderate/brisk


15 = Somewhat hard


16 = Hard


17 = Very hard


18 = Very, very hard


19 = Extremely hard


10 = Absolute maximal effort
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3. Eat a Heart-Healthy Diet 
Eating healthy foods is one of the most important ways to keep your heart working at its best. Starting 
good habits with the foods that you eat early in life is the best way to keep our hearts and bodies healthy 
for the rest of our lives. AND it’s never too late to start. 


Balance the food you eat and your physical activity to keep a healthy body weight


Our bodies are like cars – we need fuel to move. Food and beverages are fuel for our bodies. Every food we 
eat and many beverages we drink have a certain amount of energy in them. We call that energy “calories.” 
One calorie is one unit of energy. So when you read on a food label or hear that a food has 100 calories, 
they’re talking about how many units of energy are in that food.


Calories are important. We all need a certain number of calories each day to give us energy to move  
and for our bodies to function properly. Your body needs energy just to function and do things like make 
your lungs breathe and your heart beat. Activities like running, dancing and skateboarding require even 
more energy.


What happens if you put more gas in your car than it can hold? The gas tank overflows. When people eat 
more calories than the body needs for energy, the extra energy also overflows. But instead of spilling on 
the ground, it gets stored inside your body as fat. Eating more calories than you need is how people gain 
weight. To keep your body weight in balance, you need to match the amount of energy you put in (the 
calories you eat and drink) with the amount of energy you need for the activities you do each day. 


In addition to making sure you’re eating the right number of calories to fuel your body and help it stay 
healthy, you can choose foods that are better at helping to keep your heart (and the rest of your body) 
working its finest. The types of foods and beverages that keep you healthy are those that contain whole 
grains, vitamins and minerals, are low in salt and added sugars, and limited in the types of fat that harm 
your heart. If you eat calories from foods that have unhealthy fats (saturated and trans fats) or foods that 
are high in added sugars, your body suffers because these types of food can damage your blood vessels 
and your heart. You can make your own decisions about which foods  and beverages are best for your 
heart health by learning how to read food labels.
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Nutrition Facts


Amount Per Serving


Start here


Check the
total calories


per serving


Get enough of
these nutrients


Limit these
nutrients


Quick Guide to
% Daily Value:
5% or less is 
low, 20% or 
more is high


Calories 160               Calories from Fat 90
% Daily Value*


Serving Size 1 slice (47g)
Servings Per Container  6


Total Fat  10g 15%
 Saturated Fat  2.5g 11%
 Trans Fat  2g
Cholesterol  0mg 0%
Sodium  300mg 12%
Total Carbohydrate 15g 5%
 Dietary Fiber less than 1g 3%
 Sugars  1g
Protein  3g


Vitamin A 0%  Vitamin C 4%
Calcium 45%  Iron 6%
Thiamin 8%  Ribo�avin 6%
Niacin 6%


*Percent Daily Values are based on 
a 2,000 calorie diet. Your daily values 
may be higher or lower depending on 
your calorie needs.


A serving size? A portion size? I’m 
confused. A “serving” is the amount of food 
recommended to keep your body healthy.  


A “portion” is the amount of a food you eat 
at any one time — which may be more or 


less than a serving. Try keeping your portion 
sizes close to one serving for each meal!


How do I know what is in the foods I eat?


Learn to Read Nutrition Facts Labels


Start here. A serving is the 
amount of that food or beverage 
the information on the label is 
describing. A general rule of 
thumb is to eat ONE serving 
during a single meal or snack. 
The label will also tell you 
how many servings are in the 
package. If the label says there 
are two servings in the package, 
that’s a hint that you may only 
want to only eat half of that 
package or share it with a friend.


Check total number of 
calories per serving. Once 
you see the serving size and 
how many servings are in the 
package, you can figure out 
how many calories are in the 
food you’re eating. If you eat 
two servings that means you 
have to multiply the calories  
by 2.   


Limit foods that have high 
amounts of certain nutrients. 
If the label says the food has lots 
of unhealthy fats (like saturated 
and trans fats) you might want 
to pick something else. Also try to limit foods that are high in cholesterol, sodium, sugar, or are higher 
in calories than similar foods or beverages. Making good decisions about what you eat often requires 
comparing the labels of different foods and finding the best option. 


Quick guide to % DV (Daily Value). The % DV section tells you the percent of each nutrient that a single 
serving of the food gives you compared to the amount that most people should eat in a day. You want to 
consume lower percentages of saturated fat, cholesterol or sodium; so choose foods with a low % DV,  
like 5 percent or less. You want to consume more of nutrients such as fiber or vitamins and minerals; so 
choose foods with  
a higher % DV — like 20 percent or more.


Get the right amount of certain healthy foods and 
nutrients. Your body functions best when it gets the right 
amounts of foods that provide the fiber, vitamins and other 
nutrients your body needs to fundtion at its best.
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Eat your fruits and vegetables


Fresh fruits and vegetables are very important for your overall 
heart-healthy eating plan, you should eat them every day. Fruits 
and vegetables have lots of vitamins, minerals and fiber, and 
they are low in calories. Eating a variety of colorful fruits and 
vegetables helps you control your weight and keep your blood 
pressure, blood cholesterol and blood sugar at healthy levels. A 
heart-healthy diet for children and teens includes eating four or 
five servings of fruits and vegetables per day, based on a 2,000-calorie diet. One serving includes one large 
orange or banana, one small apple, 15 grapes, ½ cup of raisins, or eight large strawberries. Try to include 
fresh, frozen or canned vegetables and fruits as part of every meal. You can add fruits and vegetables 
to other foods that are cooked or baked, or mix vegetables in with pasta sauces, lasagnas, casseroles, 
soups and omelets. Mixing fresh or frozen berries into whole grain breakfast cereals or into oatmeal is a 
great way to get your morning off to a healthy start. Fruits and vegetables also make great snacks.


BUT WATCH OUT: Some canned, frozen or pre-cooked fruits and vegetables may be made 
 with lots of added sugars and salt, especially if they are packed in syrup or come with added  
sauces. Read the label and check ingredients. Added sugars and lots of salt are not good  
for your heart. So if you eat foods prepared in these ways, try to help your family select  
packaged fruits and vegetables that are not too sugary or salty.


Choose whole-grain, high-fiber foods 


A grain is a type of seed that is grown for humans and animals to eat. These  
seeds can be eaten by themselves or made into flour to make certain foods. Any 
food made from wheat, rice, oats, corn, barley, quinoa (pronounced KI – NWA),  
or another cereal is a grain product. Bread, pasta, oatmeal and grits are all  
grain products. There are two main types of grain products: whole grains and 
refined grains.


Whole grains contain the entire grain — the bran, germ and endosperm. Examples 
include whole-wheat flour, oatmeal, whole cornmeal, brown rice and bulgur. 


Refined grains have been ground into flour or meal, which means the bran and 
germ have been removed. This process removes much of the vitamins and minerals 
that make grains so heart healthy. Some examples of refined grains are enriched 
flour and things made from it, like cake or cookies, enriched bread  
and white rice.


You can easily spot a food with refined grains if you see the word “enriched” on the ingredients list (which 
is often under the food label). If a grain is enriched, it means that some (but not all) of the vitamins and 
minerals are added back after they are made ready to eat. Some examples of enriched grains are enriched 
wheat flour, enriched bread and white rice.


It’s important to include a variety of whole grains in the foods you eat because grains are not only good for 
your heart, but they also tend to have lower amounts of calories compared to foods with enriched grains. 
Whole grains can be a good source of fiber, while refined grains usually are not. For whole-grain items, 
remember that the less processed they are, the healthier they are. So choose oatmeal instead of sugary 
cereals and whole-wheat bread and pasta instead of kinds that are more white and refined. You can also 
look for foods with millet, quinoa, wild rice, amaranth, whole rye, brown rice, steel-cut oats, rolled oats and 
hulled barley so you can decide which whole grain foods you like to eat.
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Eat fish, especially oily fish, at least twice a week


Go fish


The American Heart Association recommends eating fish (particularly oily fish) 
at least two times a week. Oily fish like salmon, herring, lake trout, sardines 
and albacore tuna are the best for your heart since they are high in good fats 
called “Omega-3.” 


Eating fish — is there a catch?


Some types of fish may contain high levels of mercury, PCBs (polychlorinated biphenyls), dioxins and other 
environmental contaminants. Levels of these substances are generally highest in older, larger, predatory 
fish and marine mammals.


The benefits and risks of eating fish vary depending on a person’s stage of life.


•  For children, the government’s Food and Drug Administration (FDA) recommends avoiding eating fish 
that may have high levels of unhealthy chemicals (like shark, swordfish, king mackerel or tilefish). Ask 
your parents to help you check local advisories about the safety of fish caught by family and friends 
in local lakes, rivers and coastal areas.


•  Children should choose from fish and shellfish that are lower in unhealthy chemicals (like canned light 
tuna, salmon, pollock, and catfish).


Tips for cooking heart-healthy fish


• It‘s better to eat fish baked or grilled, not fried.


•  If you want to add a little flavor, make sure it’s something that is low-salt and low-fat such as spices, 
herbs, lemon juice, vinegar and other flavorings while cooking or at the table. Try to avoid adding 
oils, butter or thick creamy sauces since these toppings usually add a lot of extra calories.


Limit your intake of saturated fat, trans fats and cholesterol 


Saturated and trans fats are not heart-healthy fats. Try to eat as little of these as possible because they 
can increase the levels of fats that circulate in your blood. High amounts of fats circulating in your blood 
can eventually lead to clogged arteries and can raise your risk for heart disease. Foods high in saturated 
fats include those that come from animal products such as red meat like beef, pork, lamb, sausage, ham, 
and full-fat dairy products such as whole milk, butter, cheese and ice cream. 


Trans fats are found in foods made with “partially hydrogenated oil.” Check the food labels and make sure 
to avoid food with trans fats. Most food companies have removed trans fats from their products but it is a 
good idea to read the nutrition labels carefully. If you see “partially hydrogenated oils” in the ingredient list 
this can mean trans fat so you might want to choose a different food if possible. Trans fats are most often 
found in crackers, cookies, doughnuts and fried foods. 


Unsaturated fats, which are the fats that are good for your heart, are found in foods like fish, soybeans, 
nuts, olive oil and canola oil. Choose liquid vegetable oils and vegetable spreads instead of butter. Choose 
chicken, fish or nuts instead of beef or pork to increase the amounts of good fats (and decrease the amounts 
of bad fats) in the foods that you eat. 
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Choose lean meats and vegetable alternatives


Meat is an important part of many diets and offers protein, vitamins and many health benefits. However, 
eating fatty red meat, lunch meats and poultry with the skin on are not heart-healthy choices. Choose lean 
cuts of meat, skinless poultry, and lean-ground meats to cut down on your intake of harmful fats. 


AHA Tip: Eat 2 or less servings of red meat (beef, lamb, pork) per week and eat chicken, fish and 
vegetarian dishes more often! It’s also a good idea to have some meals during the week without any 
meat. You can use fish, beans, legumes and tofu in place of  meat to help fill you up and give you protein, 
vitamins and minerals you need to keep your heart healthy.


Select fat-free (skim), 1%-fat and low-fat dairy products


Replacing whole-milk dairy products with low-fat or nonfat milk or dairy products is an easy way to cut the 
saturated fat out of your diet and keep your heart healthy. Low-fat dairy options include: low-fat or “light” 
cream cheese, low-fat or “light” cottage cheese, skim milk, reduced-fat or “light” sour cream, one-third-
less-fat cream, cheese made from skim milk, and low-fat and non-fat yogurt. For additional options, read 
the labels and look for products that have less than 3-5 grams of fat per serving. REMEMBER: a single 
container of yogurt could hold more than one serving, so don’t forget to read the label!


Drink and eat less beverages and foods with added sugars


Added sugars vs. natural sugar


There’s a big difference between added and natural sugars but the differences can be very confusing. Not 
all sugar is bad, you just have to know what types of sugar you are looking for. Sugars in your diet can be 
naturally occurring or added. Naturally occurring sugars are found in foods such as fruit (fructose)  
and milk (lactose). Added sugars are sugars and syrups put in foods during preparation or processing,  
or added at the table. 


Where is the added sugar?


Added sugars include white sugar, high-fructose corn syrup, and other sweeteners that are added 
by food manufacturers. The major sources of added sugars are regular soft drinks, table sugars, candy, 
cakes, cookies, pies and fruit drinks (fruitades and fruit punch), dairy desserts and milk products (ice 
cream, sweetened yogurt and sweetened milk), and other grains (cinnamon toast and honey-nut waffles). 
The majority of added sugars do not supply any nutritional value and 
are considered empty calories. Young people are eating way too much 
added sugar and this can lead to obesity, especially if you’re a coach 
potato, so cut back on these types of foods. 


Added sugars means more calories and fewer nutrients, so try to keep 
your intake of sugary foods as low as possible. Kids and adults get the 
largest amount of added sugar from “sugar-sweetened beverages.” 
Sugar-sweetened beverages include regular (not-diet) soda or pop, 
energy drinks, sweetened fruit juices, fruit punch, frozen drinks, sweet 
teas and sports drinks.


AHA Tip for sugar-sweetened 
beverages, soda and sports 
drinks: Drink no more than  
36 ounces (or 3 12-ounce 


cans) per week. If you have 
had your fill of sugary drinks, 


water and skim milk are 
always a great option!
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A 12-ounce soda can contain 8 teaspoons 
of sugar! That is a lot of added sugar — more  
than any person should have in a day! Experts 
recommend that children, teens and adults drink 
less than 36 ounces (or three 12-ounce cans) of 
sugar-sweetened beverages per week. Many low-
sugar drinks are better alternatives, such as skim 
milk, sugar-free drinks and 100-percent fruit juice. 
Remember: Water is always the best option!


Another type of food that provides lots of added sugar is breakfast cereals. Some breakfast cereals, even 
the ones that are labeled “whole grains,” can be up to 40-percent sugar and add 12 teaspoons of sugar 
per serving! If you are trying to find a breakfast cereal that is a healthier option, look for one that has less 
than 9 grams of sugar per serving. 


The Scoop on Sodium


Many people know that salt contains sodium, but the foods we eat often also contain other forms of 
sodium. This is why it’s important to watch out for both salt and sodium in your food. Look for these words 
on food labels and ingredient lists: “salt”, “soda” and “sodium.” Soda is short for sodium bicarbonate, also 
known as baking soda, which is often used in baking. When looking for “sodium” it is also important to 
know that it is not always listed as a single word on food labels. It may appear as sodium nitrate, sodium 
citrate, monosodium glutamate [MSG] and sodium benzoate, for instance. These are all examples of food 
ingredients that contain sodium.


Eating a lot of foods that are high in sodium can lead to increased blood pressure and increase risk 
of heart attacks and stroke. It’s best to consume less than 1,500 mg of sodium per day. On average, 
Americans eat twice that amount by consuming more than 3,400 mg of sodium daily! Some common 
sources of sodium include breads and rolls, processed meats such as deli meat, pizza, poultry, canned 
soup, and sandwiches or burgers. The sodium content of these foods can vary widely so it’s important 
to read nutrition labels. You can find the amount of sodium in your food by looking at the Nutrition Facts 
label. The amount of sodium per serving is listed in milligrams, abbreviated “mg.” You can practice reading 
sodium content on the Nutrition Facts label on page 14.


 Ways to lower sodium:


1.  Prepare more meals and snacks at home from scratch. When you prepare your food at home 
you have more control over the amount of sodium and added sugar in your food compared to the 
ready to eat foods you buy in the store or restaurant.


2.  Read the Nutrition Facts label. Compare the sodium content of similar products and choose the 
one with the least amount of sodium you can find in your store.


3.  Make smart choices when you eat out. Restaurant foods tend to be high in sodium. Check 
restaurant websites for nutrition information, including the sodium content of foods. You can also 
ask your server to help you find foods on the menu that have less sodium, or ask for your dish to be 
prepared without added salt.


4.  Swap your seasonings. Many foods already contain at least some salt or sodium. Try a variety of 
fresh or dried herbs and spices like garlic, pepper, basil, cinnamon, or citrus juices to season your 
food without adding salt.


Making small decisions about the foods and beverages that you eat each day can go a long way towards 
keeping your heart and body healthy!
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Go nuts


Nuts and legumes (plant foods that grow in the ground such as peanuts) 
are excellent sources of protein and contain many important nutrients, 
including unsaturated fat, fiber, vitamins and minerals. Unsalted nuts can 
help lower risk of CVD and other diseases. But be careful not to eat too 
many because they are high in calories. One serving is a small handful of 
nuts or one tablespoon peanut butter, or other types of nut-butter. 


Ways to add nuts to your diet:


•  A small handful of unsalted nuts makes a great snack option. But it also packs a lot of calories,  
so go easy.


•  For extra protein, you could add nuts to your breakfast cereal, oatmeal or low-fat or fat-free yogurt


Some healthy habits to practice


•  Instead of sugary drinks or fruit juices, ask for low-calorie drinks or water. Think about it: Did you 
have more than three sugary beverages this week? If so, you should probably just have water or a 
beverage with no calories. 


•  When looking for a snack, grab a piece of fruit or a small handful of unsalted nuts. Maybe some 
peanut butter and apple slices would be good.


•  There is no need to reach for the salt shaker. A little pepper or other no-salt seasonings can provide 
added flavor.


•  Did you get your whole grains today? You can have 100-percent whole grain bread instead of white 
bread on your sandwich and have some unsalted popcorn with no butter for a snack. You can 
choose brown rice instead of white rice, if there is an option.


•  When buying groceries, look for low-sodium options. These are always a better choice and you 
won’t be able to tell the difference.


•  Are you eating because you’re hungry or because you’re bored or stressed? If you are bored or 
stressed then go for a walk or do something fun outside to get a little more physical activity today.


•  Did you eat fish this week? If not, maybe today you can find fish on the menu or ask for grilled or 
baked fish for dinner.


Keep healthy foods within your reach


Check out the foods you have in your kitchen. What do you see? Do you have plenty of healthy options? Is 
your pantry stocked with whole-grain cereal, oats, whole-grain bread and nuts? Is the refrigerator filled with 
fresh fruits and veggies and fish? If not, talk to your parents and family about good nutrition and encourage 
them to eat healthier, and to stock healthier foods at home. You could suggest that the whole family think 
about avoiding foods with too much added sugar, saturated and trans fats and salt. Based on the tips 
provided in this booklet, you can help your family make smart and heart-healthy food choices. The easiest 
way to avoid eating unhealthy foods is by keeping them out of the house! If you start to think about meals 
ahead of time – just like you think about what clothes you’re going to wear — you can make sure you 
have healthy food choices planned. Small steps lead to big changes over time, so start making the good 
choices more often.
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There are many different ways to keep track of what you eat. There are free apps and websites 
that can help you do this online or by using your mobile devices. You can also use the Food  
Diary on the next page to help you keep track of what you eat. Write down what you eat 
for each meal or snack each day for one week. At the end of each day, review your Food 
Diary and ask these questions:


•  Do I have a fruit or vegetable with every meal? If not, how can I add them in or 
substitute them for other foods?


•  How can I pack fruits and veggies as a snack to avoid making unhealthy food 
choices on the run?


•  How many sugary drinks did I have this week? Did I drink more than the three 
servings this week? If so, what drinks can I use to replace them when I get thirsty?


•  Do I eat whole grains? If not, where can I substitute whole grains for refined grains?


•  Do I eat many sugary snacks, like cakes, cookies, pies?


•  Did I eat any fish this week? 


•  How many times did I eat red meat? 


• Where can I substitute chicken or fish for red meat?


•  Did I eat many foods that are high in salt?


When you have finished your food diary answer the questions on the worksheet on  
page 28.


Keeping track of what you eat


One important way to figure out if your diet is heart healthy is to write down everything you eat and drink 
for a few days. By looking at all the foods and beverages you eat in a day you can spot your good habits 
(such as eating three daily meals and choosing healthy snacks) and your bad habits (such as snacking all 
day and drinking too many sugary drinks).
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Date:  _______________


Food Diary
Time/Meal Food/Beverage 


(type and amount)    Calories Notes


Breakfast


Snack


Lunch


Snack


Dinner


Snack 


 Total Calories:                    
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4. Keep a Healthy Weight
Keeping your body weight in a healthy range goes a long way towards keeping your heart healthy! 


As our bodies grow and change through tween and teen years, gaining some weight is part of developing 
into a healthy young adult. However, gaining too much weight at any point in your life can be hazardous 
to your health. An individual is considered overweight or obese when they have more body fat than is 
considered healthy.


FACTS:


•  Today, about one in three American kids and teens is overweight or obese.


•  Obesity and extra weight is harmful to almost EVERY organ in the body.


•  Being overweight can lead to the development of many diseases, including heart disease, diabetes 
and cancer.


•  Children under the age of 13 that are overweight may start developing heart disease as  
early as age 25.


•  Obesity makes life physically challenging and often causes children and teens to experience low self-
esteem, negative body image and depression.


Being overweight is dangerous for your health. It can lead to serious health problems like diabetes, heart 
disease, high blood pressure, asthma or other breathing problems and even some types of cancer.


How do I keep my weight healthy?


Keeping a healthy weight is best achieved over time and with a decision to keep yourself healthy. Everyone 
needs a certain amount of calories to perform their normal daily activities. If you gained weight, that might 
mean that you took in more calories than your body needed and the extra calories were stored in the body 
as fat. If you eat fewer calories than you use through physical activity, you can lose weight. Look at your 
food diary to help you notice how much you’re eating and whether you’re eating out of habit or boredom 
instead of real hunger. 


You can take a few steps to reduce the number of calories you eat: 


• Plan your healthy meals and snacks and stick with your plan. 


•  When you get tired and hungry, you’re more likely to stop for fast food or snack on junk. Think twice 
before loading up on on the wrong foods. 


• Plan healthy meals and snacks to help break bad habits. 


• Invite your whole family to help you make a plan. 


• Learn about healthy food choices. 


•  Read up on healthy food preparation, like steaming your veggies and avoiding extra fats. 


•  Read food labels and avoid foods that are high in added sugars, saturated fat, trans fat and calories.


Although the foods we eat play an important role in our body weight, it is also important to participate 
in regular physical activity. For overall health, physical activity that adds up to at least 60 minutes a day 
is essential. Even if you can’t find time for 60 minutes, something is ALWAYS better than nothing. And 
remember, all activities count towards keeping a healthy body weight. Making active choices such as 
taking the stairs rather than the elevator or adding short episodes of walking to the day can help you 
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control your weight. We’re all different, so the amount and types of exercise we each need to help 
maintain a healthy weight will vary. A good plan includes at least 60 minutes daily of physical activity that 
makes you breathe hard or sweat, like brisk walking, bike riding or running.


How do I know if I am at a healthy weight?


Since many young people are constantly growing, a healthy weight for children and teens 
depends on their age, height and weight. If you had height and weight measurements 
recently taken by a doctor or healthcare provider, you can use these measurements to 
determine your Body Mass Index or BMI. For questions or concerns about your weight, 
talk it over with your doctor or another healthcare professional. If you have a healthy 
weight, learn to keep your weight about the same. Keeping track of your BMI is a good 
way to make sure your weight is staying in healthy ranges. Every inch you gain in height, 
you can gain 2–3 pounds to keep your BMI the same.
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Fact: About one in 10 
children and teenagers 
has blood pressure that  
is higher than normal.


How do I know if my blood pressure is healthy?


When you’re an adult, a healthy range is the same for everyone. But when you are a  
child or adolescent, healthy blood pressure depends on your age and height. Talk to  
your pediatrician or healthcare provider to be sure you know the best number for you.


5. Keep Your Blood Pressure Healthy
Blood pressure is a measure of how easy or difficult it is for blood to be 
pumped by your heart through your body. 


When the heart beats, the blood that is pumped throughout the body 
exerts pressure against the blood vessel walls. When your heart and 
blood vessels are healthy, the vessels are flexible enough to expand and 
contract. This expansion and contraction of the vessels produces the blood pressure. Sometimes, blood 
vessels become less flexible or narrowed. When this happens, the heart has to pump harder to get the blood 
to go through the vessels. The end result is an increase in pressure in the vessels or high blood pressure.


Why is keeping your blood pressure healthy important?


Hypertension, or high blood pressure, is an important risk factor for heart disease. Having high blood 
pressure can lead to significant damage to your heart or brain which can lead to death. People often do 
not have any symptoms when their blood pressure is high. This is why hypertension is called the “silent 
killer.” People with high blood pressure are more likely to have a heart attack or stroke than people with 
normal blood pressure. Fortunately, you can make healthy choices that will help you control your blood 
pressure. Keeping your weight healthy, eating a heart-healthy diet with lower levels of sodium and getting 
enough regular physical activity can help keep blood pressure normal for most people.


How and when should I measure my blood pressure?


Because high blood pressure is such a concern for cardiovascular health, children and teenagers should 
have their blood pressure checked. Measuring your blood pressure is quick and painless. You can have 
your blood pressure measured by your doctor, school nurse, or you can check it yourself using a blood 
pressure machine in a local store or pharmacy. 


To measure your blood pressure, an inflatable cuff is wrapped around  
your arm. The person (or machine) measuring your blood pressure first 
inflates the cuff so that it presses against your arm and the gauge measures 
the pressure your blood creates as it pushes blood through your arm past 
the cuff. 


Blood pressure is measured using two numbers. The first number (systolic) 
represents the pressure in your blood vessels when your heart beats. The 
second number (diastolic) represents the pressure in your vessels when your heart rests between  
beats. If the measurement is 120 systolic and 80 diastolic, you would say “120 over 80” or write it  
as “120/80 mmHg.” 
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6. Keep Your Total Cholesterol Under Control
Cholesterol is a waxy substance in your bloodstream and cells that is necessary for your body to function 
properly. Some cholesterol is important for good health, but too much cholesterol in your blood is not good 
for your body, your brain or your heart. 


When too much cholesterol circulates in the blood, it can slowly build up inside the walls of your arteries 
that feed blood to your heart and brain. Cholesterol combines with other substances in your blood to form 
“plaque,” which is a thick, hard deposit that can narrow the arteries and make them less flexible, and put 
you at major risk for heart disease and stroke. Many kids and adults can have too much cholesterol 
in their blood without knowing it.


Remember: You want your blood to be able to go with the flow, so keep your blood cholesterol low!


How and when should I measure my cholesterol?


If you are 11 years old or older and have not gotten your cholesterol measured, talk to your parents —  
especially if your family has a history of heart disease. Consider getting your cholesterol checked the next 
time you visit your family doctor or health care professional. 


To have your cholesterol accurately measured, you should not have any food or beverages except for 
water for at least 12 hours before the test. You will need to have a small amount of blood collected in a 
tube so your doctor can measure how much cholesterol and other fats are circulating in your blood.


un-
healthy  
artery


healthy  
artery


How do you control cholesterol? 


About 25 percent of cholesterol comes directly from what you eat, so we have a 
lot of control of those numbers. Pay attention to your food choices, and choose 
foods low in saturated fat and trans fats and high in whole grains.
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7. Know Your Blood Sugar
When you consume foods and beverages that contain carbohydrates — like grains, fruits and vegetables —  
the digestive system breaks down the carbohydrates into sugar. Certain foods, like whole grains, many 
fruits and vegetables and other high-fiber foods, take longer to digest, and this helps keep the amount of 
sugar in your blood from going too high. But foods like refined grains, potatoes, and foods high in added 
sugar are digested very quickly and are quickly delivered into the bloodstream as sugar. If your blood 
sugar goes high too often, it can overwork the body’s ability to keep your blood sugar in healthy ranges. 
If this happens, you become more likely to develop diabetes. Diabetes is a very dangerous disease that 
often causes plaque to grow in your arteries at a faster rate which increases your risk of heart disease and 
stroke. Even if you don’t have diabetes, you need to know your blood sugar level because controlling your 
blood sugar is an important part of stopping heart disease before it starts. 


To measure your blood sugar, you need to get help from your family doctor or health care professional. To 
have your blood glucose accurately measured, you should not have any food or beverage except for water 
for at least four to six hours. As when measuring your cholesterol, you will need to have a small amount of 
blood collected in a tube so your doctor can measure how much glucose is circulating in it.


Diabetes: What is it?


In diabetes, the body has problems either using or making a hormone called insulin. Insulin is important to 
the body because it helps turn sugar and other food into energy the body can use. When the body does 
not have enough insulin, it causes too much sugar to build up in your blood, which can cause damage to 
your heart and other parts of your body.


There are two main types of diabetes: Type 1 and Type 2. Type 1 diabetes means the body does not 
make enough insulin to function. It is the type of diabetes that occurs mostly in very young people and 
comes on very suddenly. Type 2 develops in a person over time because of bad habits. Being overweight 
and not getting enough regular physical activity are two bad habits that can lead to developing diabetes. 
Teenagers are now starting to develop type 2 diabetes. Once a person has type 2 diabetes, they are at risk 
for problems with almost every part of their body if they don’t take good care of themselves. Some of the 
problems they can develop are:


• Heart attack • Kidney damage


• Stroke • Foot damage, even amputation


• High blood pressure • Hearing problems


• Eye damage and blindness


Diabetes Warning Signs:


• Always thirsty • Blurry vision


• Always tired • Going to the bathroom frequently


• Always hungry • Losing weight quickly
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If you notice any diabetes warning signs in yourself or someone else, tell a parent, teacher or doctor right 
away! If you have been told you have diabetes, make sure to take your medicine exactly as your doctor 
has prescribed. Making good changes to your diet and getting enough physical activity can also help you 
keep your diabetes under control.


If my blood pressure, cholesterol or glucose is too high, what can I do to bring them down?


Good news! Whether your blood pressure, cholesterol or glucose is high or normal, you can help keep 
your heart healthy by following the first four steps in Life’s Simple 7:


•  Avoiding using tobacco of any kind and avoid people who are using it. Inhaling smoke from other 
people who are using tobacco is very harmful to your health.


•  Eating a heart-healthy diet, including lots of whole grains, fruits and vegetables, nuts and fish,  
and minimizing added sugars, saturated and trans fats and sodium.


• Enjoying regular physical activity.


• Maintaining a healthy weight.







28


Get Your Personal Heart Score with My Life Check
The American Heart Association has created an online tool to help you find out how you are doing with 
your heart health. This tool is called “My Life Check.” All of us need to practice Life’s Simple 7 to live a 
heart-healthy life, and no one achieves heart health by accident. The My Life Check online tool empowers 
children, teens and adults to take a step toward a better life through measuring their heart health. 


Use the information you collected about yourself in this booklet to fill out this worksheet. Then visit 
MyLifeCheck.org and enter your information to learn where you stand with each of your Life’s Simple 7.  
On this website you can get your personal heart score, and get a custom plan with the information you 
need to start living your best. With Life’s Simple 7 you can KNOW you’re heart healthy.


Remember, you can stop heart disease before it starts. Start small and keep it simple. Make one change 
today and then you’re ready to make another. Before you know it, you’ve stopped making poor choices 
and started making heart-healthy ones.


Physical Activity


•  Record your total minutes of physical activity for the week from your  


Physical Activity Log: _______ minutes


Healthy Diet


• Use your Food Diary to answer the following questions: 


– How much fruit do you eat in an average day?  _______ cups


– How many vegetables do you eat in an average day?  _______ cups


– Do you eat 2 servings or more of fish weekly?   


– Do you eat 4 ounces or more of whole grains daily?  


– Do you drink less than 36 ounces of beverages with added sugar weekly?  


– Do you eat 1,500 mg of sodium or less daily?  


Healthy Weight


•  Record your age, height, and weight: 


_______ Age _______ Height (Inches) _______ Weight (Pounds)


Blood Pressure 


•  Record your height and your blood pressure measurements: 


Blood Pressure: _______ / _______ mmHg


Blood Cholesterol


• Record your cholesterol measurements: _______ mg/dL


Blood Sugar


• Record your blood sugar measurement: _______ mg/dL
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Visit These Great Websites for Fun and Helpful Health Information


Heart.org/HealthierKids


The American Heart Association is working to help kids and families live heart-healthy lives. Visit our 
website for great resources and to learn how you can help your child develop healthy habits early in  
life that will bring lifelong benefits. 


MyLifeCheck.org


My Life Check is an American Heart Association website that helps educate the public on how best to 
live. This website assists in understanding and making changes to Life’s Simple 7. These measures have 
several unique things in common: any person can make these changes, the steps are not expensive to 
take and even modest improvements to your health will make a big difference. 


KidsHealth.org


KidsHealth is the largest and most-visited site on the Web that provides doctor-approved health information 
from before birth through adolescence. Created by The Nemours Foundation’s Center for Children’s Health 
Media, KidsHealth provides families with accurate, up-to-date and jargon-free health information. The site 
includes games and activities for kids as well as advice for teens.


HealthyFridge.org.


The site brings awareness to the importance of developing healthy eating habits at an early age. The site 
includes fun activities and information for parents and teens.


www.bam.gov


BAM! Body and Mind is a children’s website of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC). The 
interactive activity calendar helps kids make a personalized calendar of the activities they’re planning to do as 
well as a recipe finder for healthy snacks. Activity cards show how different activities affect the body.


kidsnutrition.org


This site contains research, news, calculators (including a children’s BMI calculator), and a Portion-Distortion 
Quiz. The site also has recent articles and research.
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Learn more at StrokeAssociation.org/prevent


Higher fruit and vegetable intake
is associated with lower stroke risk.


Healthy dietary patterns for kidsHealthy dietary patterns for kids1.1.


Diets rich in a variety of fruits and vegetables 
help you get the nutrients that are good for 
your heart and brain health.


Get important nutrientsGet important nutrients2.2.


LOVE YOUR HEART               HELP YOUR BRAIN TM


Replacing salty foods may improve 
your blood pressure and reduce stroke 
risk later in life.


Beware the SALTY SIXBeware the SALTY SIX3.3.


Help kids prevent strokeHelp kids prevent stroke4.4.


Starting healthy habits and diets as kids 
may reduce stroke risk later in life


Starting healthy habits and diets as kids 
may reduce stroke risk later in life


1 Fruits and Vegetables Consumption and Risk of Stroke: A Meta-Analysis of Prospective Cohort Studies,   
  American Heart Association's Journal Stroke – Yan Qu, May 2014
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Sodium intake in the U.S. is higher than recommended. 
Eat more foods that are high in potassium to reduce 
the effects of sodium to help reduce the impact to stroke 
in America.








El sodio de un plato de sopa 
enlatada puede ir de 100 a 940 
miligramos – más de la mitad 
de lo que se recomienda que 
consumas diario. Revisa las 
etiquetas para encontrar las 
variedades bajas en sodio.


Un sándwich o hamburguesa de 
un restaurante de comida rápida 


puede contener más del 100  
por ciento del sodio recomendado 
diariamente. Intenta mejor comer 


medio sándwich acompañado  
de ensalada. 


PANES & ROLLOS
Incluso si cada porción que 


consumes no parece ser alta en 
sodio, algunos alimentos que comes 


varias veces al día, como el pan, 
suman grandes cantidades. Revisa 


las etiquetas para encontrar las 
variedades bajas en sodio. 


1


CARNES FRÍAS &  
AHUMADAS


Los niveles de sodio en las aves 
varían según la preparación. 


Encontrarás un gran rango de 
sodio en estos productos, así que 
es importante elegir sabiamente.  


LOS SEIS SALADOS


LOS SEIS
SALADOS ESTOS SEIS ALIMENTOS POPULARES PUEDEN 


AGREGARLE ALTOS NIVELES DE SODIO A TU DIETA .1


Una porción de 2 oz., o 6 rebanadas 
delgadas, de carne deli puede 
contener hasta la mitad de la 


cantidad de sodio recomendada por 
día. Busca las variedades bajas en 


sodio de tus carnes favoritas.


Una rebanada de pizza con varios 
ingredientes puede contener más de 
la mitad del sodio recomendado por 
día. A tu siguiente rebanada ponle 


menos queso y más vegetales. 


2 3


4 5 6


CARNES FRÍASCARNES FRÍASCARNES FRÍASCARNES FRÍASCARNES FRÍAS


SÁNDWICHES
AVES


SOPA


PIZZA


Busca el símbolo de Heart-Check para encontrar productos que te ayuden a 
tomar decisiones más inteligentes sobre los alimentos que consumes. 


La American Heart Association recomienda que trates 
de consumir menos de 1,500 mg se sodio al día.


1  Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, Morbidity and Mortality Weekly Report (MMWR), Vital Signs: Food Categories Contributing the Most to Sodium Consumption—United States, 2007–2008, February 10, 2012 / 61(05);92-98.


¿LOS SABÍAS?¿LOS SABÍAS?
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Sodium in one cup of canned soup 
can range from 100 to as much 
as 940 milligrams—more than 


half of your daily recommended 
intake. Check the labels to find 


lower sodium varieties.


A sandwich or burger from 
a fast food restaurant can 


contain more than 100 percent 
of your daily suggested dietary 


sodium. Try half a sandwich 
with a side salad instead.


BREADS & ROLLS
Some foods that you eat several 
times a day, such as bread, add 


up to a lot of sodium even though 
each serving may not seem high 
in sodium. Check the labels to 
find lower-sodium varieties.


1


COLD CUTS &  
CURED MEATS


Sodium levels in poultry can vary 
based on preparation methods. 


You will find a wide range of 
sodium in poultry products, so it 


is important to choose wisely.


T H E S E  S I X  P O P U L A R  F O O D S  CA N  A D D 
H I G H  L E V E L S  O F  S O D I U M  T O  YO U R  D I E T 1


One 2 oz. serving, or 6 thin slices, 
of deli meat can contain as much 


as half of your daily recommended 
dietary sodium. Look for lower-
sodium varieties of your favorite 


lunch meats.


A slice of pizza with several 
toppings can contain more than half 
of your daily recommended dietary 
sodium. Limit the cheese and add 
more veggies to your next slice.


2 3


4 5 6


SANDWICHESPOULTRY SOUP


PIZZA


When you see the Heart-Check mark on a product, you know the food has been 
certified to meet nutritional criteria for heart-healthy foods, including sodium.


DID YOU KNOW?DID YOU KNOW?


The American Heart Association recommends that you  
aim to eat less than 1,500 mg of sodium per day.


1  Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, Morbidity and Mortality Weekly Report (MMWR), Vital Signs: Food Categories Contributing the Most to Sodium Consumption—United States, 2007–2008, February 10, 2012 / 61(05);92-98.
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Sip Smarter
As part of an overall healthy diet, replacing sugary  
drinks with low- and no-calorie beverages can  
help you limit calories, which may help you achieve  
or maintain a healthy weight.  


SPLENDA® Brand is proud to support  
the American Heart Association’s  


Simple Cooking with Heart initiative.


¨


FOR MORE TIPS ON HEALTHY EATING, COOKING AND RECIPES: 
HEART.ORG/SIMPLECOOKING


Most Americans consume nearly  
20 TEASPOONS                      
of added sugars EACH DAY. 


That’s TRIPLE the recommended  


daily limit for women and DOUBLE 
for men!


Sugar-sweetened beverages like  
soda and energy/sports drinks are the  


#1 SOURCE OF ADDED  
SUGARS IN OUR DIET.


A can (12 FL OZ)  
of regular soda has about  


150 CALORIES  
AND 10 TEASPOONS  
of added sugar. 


with these better choices! 
 •  water – plain, sparkling  


and flavored


 • diet soft drinks 


 •  coffee and tea without  
added sugars 


Replace sugary beverages… 
 • full-calorie soft drinks


 • energy/sports drinks


 • sweetened “enhanced water” drinks 


 • sweet tea


 • sweetened coffee drinks


              The facts may surprise you.


HONEY







SPLENDA® Brand is proud to support  
the American Heart Association’s  


Simple Cooking with Heart initiative.


¨


FOR MORE TIPS ON HEALTHY EATING, COOKING AND RECIPES: 
HEART.ORG/SIMPLECOOKING


The possibilities will delight you!
Try these tips to switch to drinks with less added sugars.  
They’ll quench your thirst and taste good.


Start cutting back. 
Take steps to reduce or replace 
added sugars (caloric sweeteners)  
in your diet: 


REPLACE some of your  


drinks WITH WATER.


SWAP a full-calorie soda  
with diet soda. 


REDUCE the amount of SUGAR  
in your coffee and tea. 


ADD plain or SPARKLING WATER 
to drinks to keep some of the flavor 
with less added sugars per serving.


Choose water. 
Make water the easy, more  
appealing choice:


  Carry a  refillable WATER BOTTLE.


ADD a splash of 100% fruit juice  
or slices of citrus, berries and  


even cucumbers for a BOOST  
OF FLAVOR.


Try seltzer, club soda or sparkling 


water if you crave THE FIZZ.


Add a LOW-CALORIE SWEETENER.


       Make it at home. 
Family favorites like hot chocolate, 
lemonade, smoothies, fruit punch,  
chocolate milk and coffee drinks  
easily can be made at home with  
less added sugars.   


  START WITH UNSWEETENED 
beverages, then flavor to taste with  
additions like fruit, nonfat milk,  
low-calorie sweeteners, and herbs  
and spices. 


Get great recipes for beverages and more  


at RECIPES.SPLENDA.COM and 


HEART.ORG/SIMPLECOOKING. 


¨


Read the label, and choose wisely.
Some drinks that appear to be healthy may be high in calories  
and added sugars. Check servings per container and  
ingredients list. 


Keep in mind that added sugars go by many names, including 
sucrose, glucose, maltose, dextrose, high fructose corn syrup, 
concentrated fruit juice, agave nectar and honey.


©2015, American Heart Association.   DS9368 7/15








WHAT IS
A FOOD DESERT?
A food desert is an urban or rural area 


where the availability of affordable, 
healthy, fresh food is limited. 


EVERY COUNTY IN ALABAMA
HAS 1 NEIGHBORHOOD


WITH LIMITED ACCESS TO FRESH FOODS,
AFFECTING 1.8 MILLION PEOPLE


IN NORTH CAROLINA 


1.5 MILLION 
PEOPLE


LIVE IN 349 FEDERALLY RECOGNIZED  
FOOD DESERTS


U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
ALABAMA, LOUISIANA AND NORTH CAROLINA


POVERTY, HEALTH
AND FOOD ACCESS


ARE MOST AFFECTED DUE TO
ACCORDING TO THE FOOD DESERTS


25-30 MILLION AMERICANS
LIVE IN FOOD DESERTS


LEAD TO POOR DIETS,
SOUTHERN STATES LIKE


GOVERNOR SIGNED A HEALTHY FOOD FINANCING ACT  


GIVING INCENTIVES TO GROCERS AND RETAILERS TO  
EXPAND INTO FOOD DESERTS. FUNDING IS THE NEXT STEP


FUNDING IS CRITICAL FOR A 6-YEAR-OLD HEALTHY 


FOOD RETAIL ACT AIMED AT HELPING GROCERS AND 
FARMERS’ MARKETS EXPAND INTO NEEDY AREAS


LAWMAKERS ARE MULLING OVER THE HEALTHY CORNER 
STORE INITIATIVE - INCLUDING $1 MILLION FOR GRANTS 


TO STORE OWNERS IN AREAS WITH LOW ACCESS TO HEALTHY FOODS


70%
OF NORTH CAROLINA RESIDENTS


FAVORED THE CREATION OF A  
HEALTHY CORNER 
STORE INITIATIVE


WHICH CAN CONTRIBUTE TO OBESITY, TYPE-2 
DIABETES AND HEART DISEASE


FOR MORE SMART EATING AND ACTIVE LIFESTYLE TIPS, VISIT HEART.ORG


BUT THESE THREE STATES ARE MAKING PROGRESS ON LAWS THAT COULD HELP CLOSE THE GAP 
ON THE LACK OF ACCESS THAT MILLIONS OF THEIR RESIDENTS HAVE TO HEALTHY, FRESH FOOD. 


AL
NC


LA


ALABAMA LOUISIANA NORTH CAROLINA 







